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People’s Participation 


An essential ingredient 


SRI Lankan troops deliberately 
massacred 67 Tamil civilians in 
retaliation for the death of two 
soldiers, says the Presidential 
Commission on the Kokkaddicholai 
massacre in an interim report 
submitted to President Premadasa. 
The Commission headed by Supreme 
Court judge Oswald Seneviratne — 
appointed to inquire into the killing 
of over 180 Tamil civilians by the 
army at Kokkaddicholai in the east, 
has found no evidence to support the 
army’s Claim that the civilians died in 
crossfire in a clash between the 
security forces and the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). 


The Commission was the first 
appointed to look into allegations of 
military abuses and has been 
welcomed by human rights organisa- 
tions. But observers are concerned 
over the timing of the release of the 
interim report, The presentation of 
the report coincides with two other 
important events - the annual sessions 
of the UN Human Rights Commis- 
sion in February and the Paris Aid 
Group meeting on 7 February. If the 
purpose of the report is to placate 
international opinion on Sri Lanka’s 

human rights record, it is highly 
unlikely that the military personnel 
involved in the massacre will be 
brought to book and the final report 
of the Kokkaddicholai Commission 
will have the desired deterrent effect 
on the continuing killings in the 
army-occupied areas of the North- 
East. 


Sri Lanka will feature prominently 
at the sessions of the UN Human 
Rights Commission in February. 
However, observers say a resolution 
censuring Sri Lanka is unlikely. The 


Working Group on Enforced or 
Involuntary Disappearances of the 
Human Rights Commission which has 
recorded up to 12,000 disappearances 
from 1983 concluded, after a visit by 
members to Sri Lanka in October 
1991, that both in the North-East and 
South security forces had been 
involved in disappearances. Death 
squads, given the circumstances, could 
only have operated with the 
acquiescence of government forces. 
The Sri Lanka Aid Group, it is hoped, 
would take into serious consideration 
the report of the Working Group and 
the severe criticisms made by the 
Canadian human rights delegation 
that visited Sri Lanka in January. 


The October 1990 demarche of the 
Foreign Ministers of the twelve 
European Community countries 
indicated that human rights 
performance by the Sri Lankan 
government would be a factor in 
determining future economic aid. 
Similar, but more general statements 
were made at the Harare Common- 
wealth Heads of Government Meeting 
in October 1991. Several countries 
have individually voiced their concern 
over human rights in Sri Lanka. The 
Aid Group has granted massive aid in 
the previous years with cosmetic 
statements on human rights, despite 
Sri Lanka taking the place at the top 
of the table in human rights abuses. 


The Sri Lankan government 
recently set up a human rights task 
force. It also made a recent statement 
that the majority of the recommenda- 
tions of Amnesty International would 
be implemented. The mandate of the 
Presidential Commmission on 
disapppearances appointed in 1991 
has been extended for another year. 


This Commission has no mandate to 
inquire into the period 1989/1990 
when over 40,000 persons dis- 
appeared. This alone is proof enough 
that the Sri Lankan government is not 
interested in the promotion of human 
rights but implements certain 


- measures at the opportune moment to 


continue to receive foreign aid. This 
goes on year after year and the 
hapless Sri Lankans look forward year 
after year for some genuine action by 
the aid donors aimed at ending 
human rights violations by the Sri 
Lankan government. This ycar at least 
it is hoped that the Aid Group will 
take serious note of the continuing 
human rights abuses. 


Seven hundred Tamil refugees 
returned from Tamil Nadu to 
Trincomalee on 22 January under an 
arrangement between the Indian and 
Sri Lankan governments in which the 
United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) is not 
involved, The refugees in camps in 
Tamil Nadu were not consulted, but 
were asked to sign a form in English 
indicating whether they wished to 
return to Sri Lanka. After protests by 
refugee Organisations, forms were 
issued in’ Tamil. Although the Indian 
government says around 30,()00 
refugees have expressed their desire to 
return, the voluntary nature of their 
return is in question, with the absence 
of the UNHCR on the Indian side. 
Clashes between government forces 
and the LTTE continue in areas 
where the refugees are returning and 
the situation is extremely dangerous 
for them, particularly when the Army 
is poised for a major assault on Jaffna. 
The Indian government further says 
that the safety of the refugecs has 
been guaranteed by the Sri Lankan 
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government. Refugees fled persecu- 
tion by the Sri Lankan government 
and to return them to the persecutor 
on a guarantee given by the very same 
persecutor is undoubtedly a grave 
violation of human rights. The 
repatriation of refugees is politically 
motivated and is not in the least in 
the interest of the refugees. 


According to the UN Working 
Group the LTTE was responsible for 
381 abductions. LTTE detention 
centres currently exist in the 
North-East. According to the LTTE, 
persons are detained in an armed 
conflict situation and they are making 
efforts to improve conditions in their 
detention centres. They say access 
would be given to relatives and 
international human rights organisa- 
tions to visit the detainees. 


Many Tamils as well as others 
interested in the right of self- 
determination for the Tamils are 
concerned, among other things, about 
a particular aspect of human rights. 
For many years people’s participation 
has been the mainstay in the struggles 
of Tamils in Sri Lanka. Successive Sri 
Lankan governments have throughout 
the post-independence period sought 
to divide the Tamil community in an 
effort to prevent people’s participa- 
tion. The Indian Peace Keeping Force 
took special measures to divide the 
people and weaken their participa- 
tion. Despite theseextreme pressures, 
particular events have triggered off 
participation of people in demonst- 
rations and other events affecting 
their lives. Currently, it appears that 
people’s participation and freedom of 
association are not encouraged and 
often actively stifled. People’s 
participation in the North-East will 
strengthen the liberation struggle. 
People’s participation in the South 
will encourage and strengthen 
democracy. Lack of people’s 
participation in the North-East and 
the South will only serve to 
strengthen the military¢ 


A Voice in the 
Wilderness 


Speaking on the motion relating to 
the Thondaman proposals, H.R.Mitra 
pala, opposition leader in the 
Sabragamuwa Provincial Council said 
that since the North-East issue was a 
national problem, it demanded a 
political solution, not a military 
solution as was the case in dealing 
with the JVP. Prolonging the war 
would only result in long-term adverse 
consequences, and the government 
was merely trying to prolong the war 
to exploit the situation to serve its 
own ends, he claimed. 


“The same agreement entered into 
with Mr.Chelvanayagam earlier had to 
be entered into with India 20 years 
later. After the Indo-Lanka 
agreement, Tamil groups surrendered 
their weapons and even the LTTE was 
in the process of surrendering its 
weapons, but who was instrumental in 
hindering this process?,” he asked. 
According to him, seizing the 13 
LTTE leaders and insisting on their 
forcible despatch to Colombo brought 
about the present calamity. 


“Today some of the chauvinists and 
enemies of the peace are stoking the 
fires of racism and inciting the people 
to riot. They, claiming to be 
Buddhists, want to masquerade as the 
sole guardians of this country. Is 
Buddhism the preserve of the 
Sinhalese? Gautama Buddha was born 
in India and the Indians in that case 
could claim the right. We oppose the 
incitement to disrupt the life of the 
community by those claiming to 
safeguard Buddhism. People should 
be able to identify the true nature of 
these religious fanatics and racialists. 


“As a result of the needless war, not 
only Sinhalese but Tamils and 
Muslims are dying. We insist on a 
political solution. The people of the 
N-E and South are longing for peace 
and tranquillity. Remember that even 
this provincial council is an outcome 
of the North-East problem. It is only 
through a political solution that 
lasting peace could be brought 
about,"he concluded.¢ 


Community 
Groups express 
concern 


The Tamil Refugee Action Group 
(TRAG), Tamil Refugee Housing 
Association(TRAHA) and Tamil 
Refugee Training & Employment 
Centre (TR-TEC) have appealed to 
the United Nation High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to 
prevail upon the Indian government 
to reconsider its decision to return 
Tamil refugees from Tamil Nadu to 
Sri Lanka or postpone implemen- 
tation of the decision until refugees 
can be.returned safely 


In a letter in mid-January to 
UNHCR’s Deputy Representative in 
London, the three organisations have 
expressed dismay at India’s intention 
to repatriate refugees while the Sri 
Lankan govenment was carrying on a 
genocidal war against the Tamils, 
killing civilians and destroying houses. 
They have pointed out that thousands 
of civilians have been displaced and 
that many persons have disappeared 
from refugee camps controlled by the 
Sri Lankan government and that 
return of refugees under the 
circumstances would be in violation of 
international law obligation retaing to 
refugees and above all a flagrant 
violation of humanitarian law¢ 





Lord Ennals Appeals 


Lord Ennals in a letter to The 
Times has expressed his fears for the 
lives of one million civilians of the 
Jaffna peninsula threatened by the 
besieging Sri Lankan army. Basing his 
concern-on reports from British 
NGOs, he proceeds to refer to the 
appalling conditions created by the 
cutting off of food, fuel and medicine 
as a prelude to the invasion. 


He has appealed to the inter- 
national community to intervene on 
humanitarian grounds and to 
pressurize the Lankan government to 
enter into negotiations with the LTTE 
which has always stated its willingness 
to enter into talks with the govern- 
ment¢ 
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MPs Urged to stop 
Military offensive 


The Tamil Information Centre 
(TIC) has written to members of the 
British Parliament and the European 
Parliament informing them about the 
impending attack by the Sri Lankan 


military on the Jaffna peninsula where 


a million Tamil civilians are trapped 
and undergoing immense suffering as 
a result of aerial bombing and an 
economic blokade imposed by the Sri 
Lankan government. 


MPs, Peers and MEPs are urged to 


raise the issue of the invasion and the 
importance of a negotiated settlement 
in the British and European 





Parliaments¢ 
UN - Signature 
Campaign 


TIC has received a good response 
to its signature campaign for a 
petition to the Secretary General of 
the United Nations urging interven- 
tion in the Sri Lankan conflict Copies 
of the petition have been circulated in 
a number of countries in Europe, 
North America and the Far East. The 
petition will be submitted to the UN 
at the beginning of March ¢ 





IFT SEMINAR: 
TOWARDS A JUST 
PEACE 


The International Federation of 
Tamils (IFT) has planned a series of 
seminar discussions, in London and 
elsewhere, to examine in depth the 
issues that confront the self- 
determination struggle of the people 
of the North-East Province of Sri 
Lanka. The first of these seminars to 
be held on 15 February 1991 at the 
School of Oriental and African 


Studies, University of London, has the 


support of several Tamil community 
based organisations in the United 
Kingdom. The seminar Agenda falls 
into three main parts:- (1) the 
political reality (11) the political 
solution, and (111) time table for 
steps towards a just peace¢ 
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A Selection of documents received by TIC in January 1992 





SHR 634 


Freedom of Expression and 
Information in Sri Lanka: an Article 
19 Commentary. London: Article 19; 
March 1991. 

26p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Freedom of Expression / 


National Legislation / Censorship / Foreign 
Journalists /Academic Freedom. 


OHR 71 


Press Release - ANC Press Statement 
on the Response to President De 
Klerk’s Opening Address to 
Parliament. 24 Jan 1992. 


1p. 
DESCRIPTORS: South Africa / ANC / Politics 


SHR 636 
PALAM: Jaffna Situation Report. 
Jaffna: Thodarpaham: 2 July 1991. 


6p. 
DESCRIPTORS: Food Distribution / Economic 
Embargo / Human Rights Violations. 


GFL 233 


Karai Oli; A Literary, Cultural, Social, 
Economical Publication. 


U.K. Chuderroli Publication Society. 
20p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Northern Region / Culture / 
Newsletter / Short Stories. 


OHR 67 


Questions and Answers about 
UNHCR. 


Switzerland: UNHCR. 
20p. . 


DESCRIPTORS: Refagees / UNHCR / 
International Instruments / International 
Protection / Special Needs. 


OHR 66 


Asylum Bill: Briefing on the 
Homelessness Aspects of the Bill 
Clause 3 & Schedule 1. London: 
Shelter and Shac; 17 Jan 1992. 


DESCRIPTORS: Homelessness Legislation / 
Asylem Seekers. 


OHR 69 
Parr, Joh 


Refugees and the Social Fund. 
London: The Refugee Council; 
November 1991. 


23p. 
DESCRIPTORS: Refugees / Social] Fuad / 
Reviews / Social Fuad Inspectors. 


OHR 68 


The Home Secretary’s Statement on 
Asylum. 


London: Refugee advisers support 
unit; 2nd July 1991. 

7p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Asylum / Safe Third Countries 


/ Carriers’ Liability/ Fast-Track System / 
Fingerprinting / Legal Aid /Statistics. 


GFL 234 
Rajanayagam, D. H. 


The consept of a ‘Tamil Homeland’ in 
Sri Lanka-its meaning and develop- 


‘ment.Australia?: South Asia; 1990. 


Vol. XII, No.2 


79p-110p 

DESCRIPTORS: Histroy/ Ethnic conflict/ 
Colonisation/ Tamil homeland/ Tamil! Political 
Parties q 


SHR 634 
Peebles, Patrick 


Colonisation and Ethnic Conflict in 
the Dry Zone of Sri Lanka. USA: The 

Journal of Asian studies; 1990 
30p-52p., 3 Maps; ill 

DESCRIPTORS: Ethnic conflict/ Ilistory/ 
Colomisation/ Sinhalese and Tami] homelands 


OHR 72 


Famine, Epidemic, Diseases and Civil 
war in South Sudan : a Report by 
Gordon Muortat - Mayen. |_ondon: 
3rd May 1991 
SP 


DESCRIPTORS: Civil war/ Sudan/ Killings/ 
Famine/ Displaced people 


SHR 635 
Pfaffenberger, Bryan 


The Political Construction of 
Defensive Nationalism: The 1968 
Temple-Entry Crisis in Northern Sri 
Lanka. USA: The Journal of Asian 
studies; 1990. 


78p-94p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Religious Reform/ Netional- 
ism/ Caste Conflict in Jaffaa/ District Develop- 
ment Council. 
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January 1 


ARMY LTTE SKIRMISH: The 
army and the LTTE exchanged fire in 
the Thandikulam area. Transit of 
passengers at the Thandikulam barrier 
was held up for a few hours. 

January 2 


CITIZENSHIP CERTIFICATE 
DEMANDED): The Grama Sevaka 
(Village Headman) refused to include 
the name of Karuppiah of Llup- 
puwatte Estate in Matugama, in the 
voters list demanding a Citizenship 
Certificate. Although all stateless 
plantation workers were granted 
citizenship by legislation in 1986, 
trade union sources say that 
plantation workers are still being 
required to produce Citizenship 
Certificates. 

January 3 


NEW POLICE STATION: Two 
new Police Stations have been opened 
in Mamaduwa and Nelukulam in the 
Vavuniya District. Forty policemen 
will serve in each station. 

January 4 


BODIES IN THICKET: Three 
bodies, claimed by the army to be 
those of LTTE were recovered from a 
thicket at Chenkaladi. Earlier the 
army had fired into the thicket and set 
fire to it. 

January 5 


RABIES DEATH: Fourteen people 
reported to have died in the 
Vadamaradchy area of Jaffna District 
in 1991 because of lack of anti rabies 
vaccine. In Batticaloa 43 people bitten 
by dogs are reported suffering without 
the vaccine. 

January 6 


TORTURE VICTIM DIES: There 
were further arrests of Tamil 
plantation workers in the Badulla area 
allegedly for LTTE connections.Trade 
union sources say strike action is 
contemplated. Meantime, Anthony 
Christer, aged 23, a newly married 
plantation worker who was arrested 
by police and released with torture 
wounds, died at Badulla hospital. MP 
Sennan has complained to the 
President. 





BODIES RECOVERED: Bodies 
of three of the four fishermen 
reported missing from Jan 2, were 
recovered from the Vakaneri lagoon 
No information is yet available on 
their identities. 

January 7 

GUARD-POST ATTACKED: An 
army guard-post at Sambalthotam on 
the Vavuniya-Mannar road was 
attacked: one soldier was killed and a 
policeman wounded. 

January 8 


RELIEF MISUSEDFollowing the 
discovery by police of dry rations 
estimated at Rs 450,000 in a private 
shop, Batticaloa MP Prins Casinadar 
demanded an inquiry into fraud 
involving food for refugees. 

January 9 


SOLDIERS AMBUSHED: Eight 
soldiers were killed and four wounded 
in an LTTE ambush at Niyalawathai, 
Amparai District. 

YOUTH KILLED: A Tamil youth 
was shot and killed near the 
lighthouse at Batticaloa by unidenti- 
fied persons. 


PUNNAICHENAI SEARCHED: 
Punnaichenai near Batticaloa was 
cordoned and searched by the army. 
Four persons were arrested on 
suspicion. 

January 10 


AIR-RAID: Pulopallai adjacent to 
Elephant Pass was subject to an air 
raid. one civilian was injured and 
several houses and a tractor were 
destroyed. 


TEA ESTATES SEARCHED: 
Following a robbery at the Ella- 
Indugala tea estate, all dwellings and 
vegetable plots of plantation workers 
in the area were searched by the 
police and STF. Twelve youths were 
arrested on suspicion. 


NAVYMEN KILLED: A 
guard-post on Karainagar causeway 
manned by navy personnel was 
attacked by LTTE: eight navymen 
were killed. 


January 11 


MULLAITIVU BOMBED: Three 
planes raided Mullaitivu and 
Silavathurai. A 17-year old girl was 
killed and shops and houses damaged. 


CORDON & SEARCH: 
Allai-adi-vembu and Periyakulam in 
the Amparai district were cordoned 
and searched by STF and 135 males 
arrested. 

January 12 


BOAT SUNK: A boat with two 
occupants off Pt Pedro was fired on 
and sunk. JOC claimed it to be a 
LTTE boat. 

January 13 


SUSPECTS SHOT DEAD: Two 
suspects were shot dead by the army 
at Kovilporativu in the Batticaloa 
District. 

January 14 


DEPORTEES CHARGED: 
Eleven Tamils deported to Colombo 
by Greece were charged for violating 
immigration laws.The Magistrate 
ordered their release on bail. 


PROTEST MARCH: Eighteen 
fishermen fishing along the Northern 
coasts were arrested by the Navy and 
held at the Karainagar naval camp. 
Men, women and children of fisher 
families and members of the. public 
joined in a march and handed in 
protests at the offices of the ICRC 
and the Government Agent Jaffna. 
January 15 


DETENUS ON HUNGER- 
STRIKE: Some of the Tamil detenus 
at Boosa detention camp are reported 
to have gone on hunger-strike 
protesting the harsh conditions and 
detention without trial. 

January 16 


CLASH IN MANNAR: According 
to Joint Operations Command, in a 
clash at Nanattan in Mannar District 
9 soldiers and 15 LTTE members 
were killed. 

January:17 - 


SOLDIERS REFUSE TO 
TESTIFY: Seventeen soldiers 
summoned by the Kokkaddicholai 
Commission refused to testify under 
oath. Three other soldiers did not 
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respond to the summons and an Army 
Lieutenant who gave evidence refused 


to take oath. 
January 18 


PLANTATION WORKER 
DISAPPEARS: A Tamil worker 
from the Spring Valley Estate in 
Badulla District who had been 
arrested disappeared, and the police 
say he was released. Relatives have 
complained to the trade unions. 
January 19 


LTTE CAMP SEIZED: After a 
45-minute fight at Akkaraipattu, the 
army is reported to have seized a 
LTTE camp and recovered weapons. 
January 20 


LANDMINE: A police jeep 
escorting the High Court judge of 
Batticaloa hit a landmine injuring six 


policemen.The jeep was wrecked. The | 


judge who was in a nearby vehicle 
suffered minor injuries. 
January 21 


BASE BLOWN-UP: Explosions 


rocked the China Bay air force base in 


Trincomalee. The explosion in the 


arms and amunition and bombs depot, 


where men were assembling bombs 


reported to have occured when one of 


the barrels containing explosives 
exploded. According to official 
reports, nine men were killed,15 
missing and over 100 injured. The 


independent sources however, claim a 


very high death toll. The Prime 
Minister said in parliament that two 


helicopters were damaged, four planes | 


slightly damaged and the rest of the 


planes damaged. He also admitted the 


destruction of military vehicles and 
nearly 25 buildings with medical, 


telecom and other facilities. The entire 


stock of weapons was also damaged. 


SOLDIERS AMBUSHED: 
Twenty soldiers were killed and five 
wounded when an army patrol was 
making its way from Kuchaveli to 
Sampalativu near Trincomalee was 
ambushed by the LTTE. 

January 22 


OPERATION KANDEGEDERA: 


In Operation KANDEGEDERA at 
Thopigala near Batticaloa, the army 
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claimed to have killed four ‘terrorists’. 


SOLDIERS KILLED IN 
AMBUSH: Soldiers engaged in 
strengthening their control on the 
Vavuniya -Mannar Roat near 
Manipuram were attacked by LTTE. 
Eight soldiers died and six reported 
missing. 

REFUGEES RETURNED: 
INVOLUNTARILY: The first 
batch of 614 Tamil refugees of whom 
400 of them government servants were 
returned to Trincomalee from Tamil 
Nadu admist strong critism from 
Intergovernmental and non- 
governmental relief agencies, human 
rights organisations, Tamil MPs and 
others concerned with the safety of 
these returnees. The government 
servants returned would have lost 
their jobs and pension rights had they 
refused to return. 

January 23 


CANADIANS MEET PLOTE: 
The visiting Human Rights team met 
PLOTE laeder T Sitharthan in 
Vavuniya and discussed the 
developments in the Tamil homeland 
and in particular about the situation 
of refugees.. 


ARMS NOT RETURNED: 
Answering a question in Parliament 
Prime Minister D B Wijetunghe said 
that 6143 weapons were issued to 
political parties which contested the 
1988 elections and that only 2580 
weapons were returned to the 
government. 

January 24 


GANG ROBS VILLAGE: A gang 
posing as a LTTE Unit which robbed 
a village in the Passara area were 
found to be Sinhalese when they were 
caught in the act. Another gang 
attacked Wewessa estate in Badulla 
District seriously injuring a worker. 
January 25 


SHELLING IN MOOLAT: People 
of Moolai in Jaffna have sent a letter 
to President Premadasa complaining 
that their area is being indiscri- 
minately shelled. ICRC has also been 
informed of the attacks. 

January 26 


AED 


CIVILIANS DIE IN BOMB 
EXPLOSION: Nine persons were 
killed and 24 others injured when a 
bomb exploded in the bus in which 
they were travelling in Arantalawa in 
the Amparai District. One of those 
killed and eight of those injured were 
navy personnel. 

January 27 


FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 
APPLICATION ALLOWED: The 
Supreme Court allowed inquiry into 
the fundamental rights application of 
Narayanan Sivaram, a student who 
had been held in custody for eleven 
mortths without charges or inquiry. As 
a result of the detention he could not 
sit for the GCE(A/L) examination. 
January 28 


THONDAMAN MUST RESIGN: 
SLFP member Bandula Karawita 
speaking at a meeting of the 
Ratnapura Pradeshiya Saba said that 
Minister Thondaman’s proposals were 
against the people of Sri Lanka and 
would ensure the division of the 
country and that therefore he should 
resign from the government. 

January 29 


SECOND BATCH OF TAMILS 
REMOVED: Second batch of 659 
refugees belonginging to 187 families 
from Tamil Nadu returned to 
Trincomalee. 


CHECKPOINT STORMED: An 
army check point at Thanthirimale 
near Anuradhapura was stormed by 
the LTTE and three soldiers killed. 
January 30 


CAMP STATISTICS: According to 
statistics.released there are 256 
refugee camps in the Jaffna District 
with 49,408 displaced inmatcs. 
January 31 


WARRANT TO ARREST LTTE 
LEADER: Warrants were issued by 
Madras Court for the arrest of LTTE 
leader’ V. Prabaharan and an LTTE 
member referred to as Pottu Amman 
for alleged involvement in the killing 
of Rajiv Gandhi. 
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Peace Initiative Founders 


The peace initiative of Minister 
S.Thondaman has foundered on the 
perilous rocks of Sri Lankan 
chauvinistic politics. The Buddhist 
clergy wrapped up in the cocoon of 
their diehard mythologies, euphemis- 
tically called history, have ensured 
once again that a peaceful solution is 
not attempted. 


It is indeed a sad irony that the 
Buddhist clergy should hold the 
nation to ransom and make it bleed, 
again and again, contriving all along 
to confine it to the backwaters of 
civilisation. 

The Thondaman package was 
submitted in draft form to President 
Premadasa, Mr. Mangala Moona- 
singhe, Chairman of the Parliamen- 
tary Select Committee set up in 
November 1991 to recommend ways 
and means of achieving peace and 
political stability in the country, to the 
LTTE and to all leaders of the 
opposition parties, including the 
Muslim Congress and many others. 
Essentially it argues the case for a 
commitment from the Government 
and the Sinhalese majority to share 
power with the Tamils in order to 
stem the virtual disintegration of the 
nation. The draft proposals spell out 
in some detail not only the arrange- 
ments for power sharing, but also the 
ways in which the interests of the 
Muslims and the Sinhalese in the 
North-East Province could be 
safeguarded. 


With the Buddhist backlash 
ensuring that peace never dawns on 
the unfortunate citizens of Sri Lanka, 
a full-scale assault on the Jaffna 
peninsula where over a million people 
_ have been under siege since October, 
now seems certain. 


Even Japan, the biggest aid donor 
to Sri Lanka in spite of the latter’s 
grave human rights violations, was 
obliged to appeal to the Sri Lankan 
government through its Ambassador- 
Representative to the UN Commis- 
sion on Human Rights, “to comply 
with the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, to which Sri 
Lanka is a State party.” 


Much more should be forthcoming 
from the international community, to 
say the least. As the International 
Council of Voluntary Agencies 
(ICVA) stated bluntly in its recent 
appeal to the UN Human Rights 
Commission: “The continuing horrific 
and vicious communal war in Sri 
Lanka and the failure of the 
international community to secure the 
protection of basic rights in that 
country is a matter of deep concern to 
ICVA. Grave human rights abuses 
have continued in Sri Lanka over the 
last 12 months. In the north, in 
predominantly Tamil areas, civilians 
have been bombed and shelled. In 
April 1991, air-raids, long-range 
artillery shellings and helicopter 
strafings were launched against 
Karainagar, Kayts and Vavuniya, 
forcing some 80,000 civilians to flee to 
Jaffna. In October, islands of Jaffna 
were carpet-bombed and shelled by 
Chinese-built fighter bombers. 7Ze 
appalling Auman rights situation 1 
Si Lanka should receive the fall 
attention of the Commission in the 
interests both of the Sri Lankan 
people and the credibility of the ~ 
Commussion itself’: Will the 
international community do 
something tangible even in this 
eleventh hour to halt the genocide? 


It is heartening that there are some 
sane voices too in this medley of a 
unique power game in which both the 
Sri Lankan government and the LTTE 
are engaged. The latter have indicated 
that they are prepared to negotiate 
with the government on what they 
consider to be certain fundamental 
issues crucial to the Tamil speaking 
people, including some bases of 
power-sharing and the future of 
colonisation of traditional Tamil 
homelands. But the government and 
Opposition parties are seen to be 
dithering on the vital question of the 
future of the nation. 


The latest “Peace Appeal” (January 
1992) from the Sri Lanka Committee 
of the World Solidarity Forum signed 
by a cross section of the general 
public of Sri Lanka, including 
religious dignitaries and leaders from 





all communities, is forthright and 
unequivocal in its message: ‘““We call 
on the Peoples and Government of 
Sri Lanka to consider seriously and 
urgently the catastrophic situation our 
country is in and to take decisive 
constructive action now for peace, on 
the basis of justice for all. 


"We feel that the most urgent 
problem facing us is the ethnic 
conflict.. While recognising that there 
are many inter-connected problems 
affecting different communities and 


| sections-of the people in different 





| 





parts of the country, we realise that 
the most urgent priority is 10 put a 
stop to the ethnic conflict.” 


Turning their attention to the 
North of the country the signatories 
to the Appeal say: We wish fo 
emphasise that a special effort must 
be made by the majority community 
to understand the. desperate plight of 
the people living in the areas of 
contiict, especially in the North. 
Nomnal/ civilised Life is severely 
disrupted. In the North, the transport 
system Is completely paralysed. There 
has been no electricity for OVEL & Veal, 
telephones have not been operaung 
for over five years, food and medicines 
are extremely scarce and prices have 
risen several-fold. Most ofall, there Is 
the fear under which people Live. 
There ts no real government there, 
the people are alienated and 
neglected.” 


This is the language of honest 
thinking, of reason and of reconcilia- 
tion. The signatories have also 
demonstrated beyond any doubt that 
they are not blinkered in their vision 
or hampered by irrational inhibitions. 
They are forthright in looking reality 
in the face and suggesting solutions 
that stand to reason in the context of 
a modern nation-state. 


Arguing that ‘the principles of 
devolution and autonomy have come 
to be widely accepted’, they believe 
that ‘the-time has (also) come for all 
communities to frankly face the reality 
of each other’s identity and 
nationality. Arrangements for 
devolution and autonomy should 
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enable independent development, 
while at the same time enable 
co-existence and inter-dependence for 
mutual security, help and wider 
common aims’. 


The Peace appeal also recommends a 
revision of the Sri Lankan Constitu- 
tion in order to make devolution and 
autonomy central features of it; to 
enshrine in the Constitution the 








No Transaction in Tamil 


Deraniyagala has a substantial 
Tamil population. Yet, the Bank of 
Ceylon and People’s Bank branches 
do not employ Tamil speaking staff to 
attend to business of their Tamil 
speaking clients¢ 


EPRLF Leaders Meet 
Indian Ministers 


Suresh Premachandran and 
Kethiswaran of the EPRLF who are 
away in India for the last one month 
are reported to have met Indian 
Ministers and senior Officials. After 
appraising the ministers of the present 
situation in Sri Lanka, the EPRLF 
leaders had sought the co-operation 
of the Indian government. for Sri 
Lankan Tamils to gain their rights¢ 


People Protest Against 
Closure of Medical 
Faculty 


The move to close the medical 
faculty of the Jaffna University by the 
Higher Education Authority is being 
resisted by Jaffna’s academics, 
students and the general public. 
International opinion is also being 
canvassed against the threatened 
closure¢ 


Cases to be Expedited 


Mahinda Rajapakse MP, has 
appealed to the President to expedite 
the inquiries into the detention of 
over 200 Tamil detenus at New 
Magazine prison. Inquiries into cases 
of Tamil detenus at Boosa, Kalutara 
have begun¢ 





commitment to a democratic and 
pluralistic society based on religious 
and secular values; to incorporate a 
Bill of Rights that is justiciable; and, 
to enact constitutional restraints on 
the powers of the Executive 
Presidency. 


Having expressed their views on other 
contentious issues too such as 
Language, Land, Education, 


Situation Report 


Bishop’s View on Eelam 
War 


Bishop of Kandy, Rt Rev Vianey 
Fernando, speaking on the occasion 
celebrating H.E. President Rana- 
singhe Premadasa’s third year of 
accession to the presidentship, said 
that the Eelam war would only bring 
death to some and render the rest 
refugees¢ 


Strike Against Arrest 


Nearly 22000 plantation workers in 
the Passara, Madulsima and Lunugala 
area are On strike protesting the 
continuing arrests of Tamil plantation 
workers in the Badulla- Passara 
region. Union sources said if the 
arrests continued, the strike would be 
extended to other areas as well¢ 


Food Shortage in 
Mullativu 


There is an acute food shortage in 
the Mullativu district, and if it 
continued, people would die of 
starvation, said the Asst Govet Agent, 
Mullaituv.The ICRC delivered food 
only once a month and this was 
inadequate, he added¢ 





Thondaman’s Expulsion 
Sought by Regional 
Council 


The Hakmana-Mulatiyana regional 
council at its monthly meeting passed 
a resolution urging the President to 
expel Mr Thondaman from his 
ministerial post for espousing the 
cause of the Tigers¢ 


Economic Development, Employ- 
ment, Religion and Culture, the 
Signatories to the Peace Appeal have 
called upon the Government, the 
Opposition, the LTTE and other 
involved groups” to declare publicly 
now therr respective stands on the- 
ISSUCS al StAKCY" : 


Will they respond ? 


Jaffna Hospital Statistics 


Eight hundred thousand patients 
sought treatment at Jaffna hospital 
during 1991.Of these 590,000 were 
in-patients. Most were victims of air 
raids and shell attacks. During the last 
five months there was a rise in 
patients treated for typhoid, dysentery 
and other ailemnts due to a fall in 
standards of sanitation and hygiene¢ 





Refugee Camps Over 
Crowded 


Inmates of the Kalladi, Zahira 
College and Kalliyankadu warehouse 
refugee camps are severely incon- 
venienced due to overcrowding, 
shortage of conveniences and 
mosquito, bug and tick- infested 
premises¢ 





Freedom Party 
Disapprove of 
Thondaman’s Proposals 


Mr. Dharmasiri Senanayake MP 
and Secretary of the Sri Lanka 
Freedom Party stated that his party 
did not approve of the Thondaman 
proposals for the settlemenr of the 
North-East probleme 





Prelate ’s Blessings 


The Buddhist prelate of the 
Malwatte Chapter in the company of 
senior military Officials toured the 
army camps in the North.He 
peformed buddhist poojas and 
invoked blessings on troops¢ 
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Muslims Leave North 


Twenty eight members of five 
Muslim families long resident at 
Chunnakam were requested to leave 
the North by the LTTE. They were 
assisted to take their money and 
valuables and transported up to the 
barrier by the LTTE¢ 


Intense Air Traffic 
Observed in Jaffna 


Military transport planes were seen 
landing troops and equipment at 
Palaly airport during the third week of 
January and speculation was rife that 
an attack on Jaffna was imminent. 
Residents close to the airport were 
moving to safer places¢ 





Disappearances 
Recalled by Tamil MP 


Premachandran MP regretted the 
continued violation of human rights 
being committed by senior govern- 
ment Officials. He recalled the 
disappearances of Mrs Santhy George 
and her friend who were taken away 
by army personnel in civies in broad 
daylight at Trincomalee on 2.10.90. 
On 14.10.90, MP Raja Kuhanes- 
waran’s driver, Alexander Aiyathurai 
and the MP’s bodyguard, Pancha- 
lingam Nagatheepan were taken away 
in the MP’s official jeep and the jeep 
was abandoned at Chilaw. Premachan- 
dran’s own bodyguard Sankar 
Markandu Mathavakumar was 
abducted from his Colombo house by 
the STF who had come from 
Amparai.No action had been taken by 
the police in respect of these 
disappearances, he said¢ 





Compensation Not Paid 


Compensation for loss of family 
members during the present fighting 
has not been paid to families from 
Amparai district who are now inmates 
of the Kaladi refugee camp¢ 
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Canada Condemns 
Continuing Human 
Rights Violations 


A Candian Human Rights team 
visiting Sri Lanka has charged that 
human right violations were still 
continuing in Sri Lanka and that 
conditions in the Eastern province 
were particularly bad. Mr. Peter 
McCreath Canadian MP said: ” 
Despite promises by the Sri Lankan 
government to accept the recent 
recommendations by Amnesty 
International on human rights abuses, 
the people of this country are still 
being subjected to arbitrary and 
undocumented arrest, confinement 
without charge in unoffcial detention 
centres and in some cases torture and 
deathe ” 


British Aircraft to Sri 
Lankan Army 


Gen Cyril Ranatunge, Defence 
Secretary, said that there was an 
interruption of supplies from Britain 
to the Lankan army immediately after 
the expulsion of British High 
Commissioner Gladstone, but 
supplies had been subsequently 
resumed. An Avro aircraft was 
supplied by Britain lately¢ 





Too Late for Political 
Solution Claims 
Ex-Miunister 


A political solution may have been 
feasible earlier but not at present, said 
ex-Minister Gamini Jayasuriya. The 
time has come, he said to subdue the 
terrorists. The army should not be 
restrained from carrying out its task, 
he added¢ 











IED’s 
Submission on 
Human Rights 


The International Educational 
Development (IED), a NGO based in 
California, USA, has advocated the 
claim of the Tamil population of 
North-East Sri Lanka to thcir right of 
self-determination before the UN 
Commission on Human Rights and 
further drawn the Commission’s 
attention to the Sri Lankan 
government’s continued denial of this 
right by armed force. 


" Adverting to the right of self- 
determination and conditions for 
eligibility as stated in the Inter- 
national Covenants, the IED cited the 
recent developments in the former 
Soviet Union and in Yugoslavia. The 
world community or at leas! the 
influential section of it had come to 
recognise the right of the Croats to 
self-determintion and independence 
from Ytgoslavia. 


The Tamils of North-East Lanka 
likewise, had their own language, 
culture and religion as distinct from 
the Sinhala nation and occupied a 
defined contiguous territory. 


The IED recalled the continued 
human rights violations by the Lankan 
government over the years and the 
Commission’s resolution in 1987 
which called upon the parties to ” 
pursue a negotiated political solution, 
based on principles of respect for 
human rights and fundamental 
freedoms.” On the contrary, the 
Lankan government had pursued a 
policy of militarily defeating the 
legitimate right of the Tamils. 


The IED concluded by appealing to 
the Commission not to further delay 
the recognition of the legitimate call 
of the Tamil people to their right to 
self-determination¢ 
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